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NUREMBERG

T H E  S T RONGHOL D  OF  L I BERT Y !  T HE EMPEROR’S COAT OF A R MS 
SA LU T ES T HE GU EST FROM T HE WA LL S OF T HE IMPER I A L CI T IES.  
I T GUA R A N T EES LIBERT Y T O T HE BIG T OW NS, ESPECI A LLY T H AT OF 
N U R EMBERG. T HIS CI T Y OF A LBR ECH T DÜ R ER, OF V EI T ST OSS, W ILLI-
BA LD PIRCK HEIMER A ND M A RT IN BEH A IM WA S A L SO T HE EMPEROR’S 
FAVOU R I T E . T HE IMPER I A L R EGA LI A W ER E K EP T HER E FROM 1424 T O 
1796. T HE CI T Y WA S SU BJ EC T T O T HE EMPEROR ONLY A ND T O NOBODY 
EL SE .  N U R EMBERG, ONCE A EU ROPE A N MET ROPOLIS IN T HE MIDDLE 
AGES, IS NOW T HE CEN T R E OF A EU ROPE A N MET ROPOLI TA N R EGION 
IN MEDIEVA L GA R B.

Twilight mood  
at dusk over 

Nuremberg’s  
Imperial Castle
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A unified whole

left: Weinstadel
right: Overlooking 
Nuremberg’s roofs

N uremberg’s imperial castle 
can hardly be overlooked. It is 

the town’s landmark and is one of 
the most important imperial pal-
aces of the Middle Ages. The whole 
complex consists of the imperial 
castle and the count’s castle and 
is part of Nuremberg’s Historical 
Mile. Along this mile you will be 
amazed at the Franconian will for 
survival. Bearing in mind that at 
the end of WW II in 1945 ninety 
percent of Nuremberg’s historical 
old town has been reduced to rub-
ble, today the town is once again a 
unified whole, not only with rows 
of houses built between 1350 and 
1500, but also a modern metropolis 
with one of Europe’s largest pedes-
trian precincts.

Nuremberg’s rise can be dated 
way back in history: Emperor Frie-
drich II in his “Großer 
Freiheitsbrief”(Great 
Letter of Liberty) 
of 1219, made the 
town, which had been 
founded 200 years ear-
lier, a free imperial city. 
On January 10th, 1356 
the “Golden Bull”, the 
basic law of the Holy 
Roman Empire of the 
German Nation, was 
passed. It laid down 

the procedures for the election of 
new kings by the electoral princes. 
It also stated that every newly 
elected king should hold his first 
court meeting in Nuremberg.

From 1424 to 1796 the impe-
rial regalia were kept in Nurem-
berg’s Church of the Holy Ghost 
(destroyed in 1945). Today replicas 
can be seen in the historical town 
hall. Artists like Albrecht Dürer, 
Veit Stoß and Peter Vischer created 
some of their famous works here, 
Peter Henlein invented the pocket 
watch, and the humanist Willibald 
Pirckheimer, the cobbler-poet Hans 
Sachs and the astronomer Johan-
nes Regiomontanus left their mark 
on the town’s history.

The town is situated at the 
crossroads of 12 important long 
distance trade routes. In the 15th 

and 16th century it was 
one of Europe’s most 
important economic 
centres. Products 
from Nuremberg 
were exported all over 
Europe. Nuremberg 
was also one of the big 
medieval towns that 
converted to Protes-
tantism. In a civilised 
way. Without icono-
clasm!

INFORMATION

Tourist Information in  
der NÜRNBERG INFO  
(opposite the Main  
Railway Station) 
Königstraße 93
D-90402 Nuremberg
Tel. +49 (0) 911.2336-132
Tourist Information  
am Hauptmarkt
Hauptmarkt 18
D-90403 Nuremberg
Tel. +49 (0) 911.2336-135
Info- und Service-Zentrale
Tel. +49 (0) 911.2336-0
Fax +49 (0) 911.2336-166
tourismus@nuernberg.de
www.tourism.nuernberg.de

TIP

Christkindlesmarkt  
in Nuremberg
Every year on the Friday  
before 1st advent the Christ-
kindlesmarkt at the foot of  
the Frauenkirche turns Nurem-
berg into Germany’s Christ-
mas City No. 1. The tradition 
of this market can be traced 
back to the 16th century. For 
our little visitors there is a 
“Children’s Christmas Market” 
at Hans-Sachs-Platz and the 
“Star House” (Am Katharinen-
kloster 6). The “Christmas 
Market of the Sister Cities” 
invites the visitor to a pre-
Christmas world tour.
www.christkindlesmarkt.de


